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A transformative year for our sector 

As 2024 draws to a close, I invite you all to reflect with me on the positive 
progress we have seen to raise the built environment on the global agenda.  

Promising steps were taken at the UN Climate Summit COP29, which you can 
view in our round-up, and include:  

• An agreement to triple finance to developing countries. 

• Ministers from several countries demonstrating their commitment to 
deliver ambitious climate plans – Nationally Determined 
Contributions (NDCs). 

• The Breakthrough Agenda launching the ‘Baku’ Priority International 
Actions to accelerate progress on climate change – which the World 
Green Building Council (WorldGBC) is proud to be co-leading on 
Priority Action B1.  

• The importance of the built environment was recognised in the official 
COP text under the Sharm el-Sheikh mitigation ambition and 
implementation work programme. 

• A new international body, the ICBC (Intergovernmental Council on 
Buildings and Climate), was officially formalised to facilitate the 
implementation and review progress of the Declaration de Chaillot 
through international cooperation and enhanced policy action.  

Great progress – but more is needed to get aligned on 1.5°C, and we can't do 
that without being bold on buildings.  

That’s why a fundamental piece of our work next year will include the launch 
of our updated WorldGBC strategy in February 2025.  

The strategy provides a solid foundation for us to build upon the progress 
already made to accelerate the sustainable built environment. We will use 
this to expand our work with Green Building Councils (GBCs) to develop, and 
implement, national decarbonisation and resilience roadmaps. Plus, we will 
intensify our global-regional-local advocacy work to help unlock more 
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investment into sustainable buildings. I look forward to sharing further details 
in the new year.  

We will need every stakeholder at the table to co-create a future where 
people and planet can thrive. Thank you for all your hard work. I wish you a 
restful and enjoyable holiday season. 

Cristina Gamboa | CEO, World Green Building Council 

  
 

 

 

News from WorldGBC 

 

New EU Building Policy Tracker unveils progress and gaps on Europe's 
climate goals 

WorldGBC has launched a first-of-its-kind digital EU Building Policy Tracker 
under the #BuildingLife project. 

Developed alongside the Europe Regional Network of GBCs, the tracker 
provides a comprehensive overview of the EU’s progress on policy. The tool 
also identifies crucial gaps, which the new European Commission must 
address to decarbonise the EU's buildings, and help keep the bloc on track to 
meet long term climate goals for 2040 and 2050. 

Find out more  
 

 

  
 

Across the regions 
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African GBCs setting an example 
on NDCs 

Green Building Council Nigeria (GBC 
Nigeria) and Egypt Green Building 
Council (Egypt GBC) are helping 
develop their country’s climate 
action plan using the WorldGBC NDC 
Scorecard.  

GBC Nigeria has been hosting 
workshops with industry 
stakeholders to gather insights, and 
analyse and refine the plans using 
the NDC Scorecard tool. Egypt GBC 
hosted a conference for over 200 
participants from across built 
environment groups in the region, 
with a discussion panel on NDCs. 

More about our NDC Scorecard 
 

How the Americas are using the 
ZCCRRF to drive regional change 

The WorldGBC network has 
developed the Zero Carbon and 
Climate Resilience Readiness 
Framework (ZCCRRF) to support the 
journey to decarbonising the built 
environment – but there's no one 
solution that will work for everyone. 

That's why the Americas Regional 
Network have been using the 
Framework to guide national-level 
discussion between private, public 
and financial sectors to identify the 
priority areas relevant for their 
countries. 

Find out more  
 

 

 

 

New guidance for EU in disclosing life cycle 
global warming potential (GWP)  

By 2030, EU countries must disclose whole life 
carbon (WLC) or life cycle global warming potential 
(GWP) of new buildings. 

Our new factsheet, launched on 5 December, aims 
to support governments in implementing this 
requirement, as outlined in the Energy 
Performance of Buildings Directive (EPBD). 

Find out more 
 

 

How buildings can help protect our planet 

Watch how #BuildingLife can shape the future of Europe's built environment, 
supported by funders which include the IKEA Foundation. 
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https://u16961442.ct.sendgrid.net/ls/click?upn=u001.ZtOWQ4ct00xuMApX7nt6b-2FefE2GmLzqML-2FDv3IxzynMgHX9LiX0tTau96EXOq-2BPuHzugqirqeHgXHavWScRHNFpnGQaL-2FghkKmKhdo-2B5-2FSx3pc94h-2Fd92ehDxcWDRv2LrIdHRopgaRGdSPgw0QGiyCV8Ahwc61HN6FlXxSKLSiDzo-2BT9HeF9wMtZF5svh4yWovVxKMA-2F9Lz-2B7541Zub5tkAc083bZ5ZQK8EFakBNOZWtDV0biyTYBuScIRU-2FBaYTK11a-2BHZa4NsasYzcPwPZNzCRRG7rxw2VF-2FezspuJTWCXUqM9SmMf9YfMgFeiqZDh1ZzvpyUljktEE8E0Kp4vTA-3D-3DjSqy_-2BrC77fHuisI5n3sGdltBUZTr9TOis4iAh-2FbKRO-2BeL-2BlQJGhjBc-2FoO2DwXRqWjXXRkZGbWDoV9xHc-2Bdmp0DHq-2BwSFtVt-2BO-2BeEshgImLKDeWw8cxaF1-2BtHmj4CxUjS0yn8c7TuIIgGmUFgRNqdnws1twJxKEuSwzT3zxJT3jMoI-2BV-2F2TBXCFr9HDq32IZQyAV7uXP5cMpfYBEe4b1-2FW2VLQlj2S6-2BoVRti3WH99CcTDti4n3Lr4wzDEh-2BgwJtINAz3eZu768dvfjvESn8mX17O6Bsv8s-2FuGbQAEvC7QmCkhcHyKUIxX-2FQQZVkXiNAe3s0kGWMvq4-2BeA20Vn2K3J7zDmnkUptWfyYYvDmFSjuKmMbHRYB7a2qSYs3iPnsPub4IPtQHWMdj7hoPmDO7I5eOvzw8EZ1krvxIZGs4agGj8aLFpPpUsfV0029J9-2BYPPfSiHmsUv1I6TkBISiYxhzV03hsIa0t5mxo0lJwHQXWA6UdUxwQZrhoxfUnpdKetA-2BC7MhJbI7uVBDbwuKAvr3XmwTjjqca0sbPO02pU1Bp8dZ4BEdEct6z5gapjzmWdUdgPMo-2B3xAoph4PhzwmnkMbz0cdRZ89bHDoEl9mCUL3v-2B5j3B58pj4Jfb0mZNJSZTgrUlXRrM84dEpLvLx-2BXQHUW1q3GwIMIn8Wi2Bw-2B-2Fn2Pgx608laIAs33b27cJp7zL8jweQ4dB1WE5QsB4rBltny5-2F4yZo2o1zTD5j9w8xerohWUv5qK-2BGGS9FvFE75-2BVKq5DL
https://u16961442.ct.sendgrid.net/ls/click?upn=u001.ZtOWQ4ct00xuMApX7nt6b98oyxX8SKu44xTheNgxg-2FxdaoV1mSdBqLdh2AgsyXHBW98GCMWeCQ6DQ02eLU-2BeIechPkJBMlfczu-2F2tjv3F4j0So0n8kMYgTxi2BO-2F5cjk1Iq6KE1dJ0VpJV4mbGobFPKxWaH7EW5ct18TLuoYxzY-3D214j_-2BrC77fHuisI5n3sGdltBUZTr9TOis4iAh-2FbKRO-2BeL-2BlQJGhjBc-2FoO2DwXRqWjXXRkZGbWDoV9xHc-2Bdmp0DHq-2BwSFtVt-2BO-2BeEshgImLKDeWw8cxaF1-2BtHmj4CxUjS0yn8c7TuIIgGmUFgRNqdnws1twJxKEuSwzT3zxJT3jMoI-2BV-2F2TBXCFr9HDq32IZQyAV7uXP5cMpfYBEe4b1-2FW2VLQlj2S6-2BoVRti3WH99CcTDti4n3Lr4wzDEh-2BgwJtINAz3eZu768dvfjvESn8mX17O6Bsv8s-2FuGbQAEvC7QmCkhcHyKUIxX-2FQQZVkXiNAe3s0kGWMvq4-2BeA20Vn2K3J7zDmnkUptWfyYYvDmFSjuKmMbHRYB7a2qSYs3iPnsPub4IPtQHWMdj7hoPmDO7I5eOvzw8EZ1krvxIZGs4agGj8aLFpPpUsfV0029J9-2BYPPfSiHmsUv1I6TkBISiYxhzV03hsIa0t5mxo0lJwHQXWA6UdUxwQZrhoxfUnpdKetA-2BC7MhJbI7uVBDbwuKAvr3XmwTjjqca0sbPO02pU1Bp8dZ4DshiGV3rcfdS9GBjtJwGUZbAJUN5hiqtIdcA45U8jjfLm9VgAYb6VV6UJG5SV4jLVZdvG243uxGGSn56-2FjD1s9RuzLg7FfQHtAlNnBJqjZ8e-2Fs5-2FRz34u0LUfyOl8T-2FDH0FCkD69VcQwlr6gvRJqLf2gXcO4qK7i2-2Bv-2BC8-2FwclHhA-2BqkNEGDofY89eelTa-2B9p8qyxTbXA4ujiInLFrb-2BBe
https://u16961442.ct.sendgrid.net/ls/click?upn=u001.ZtOWQ4ct00xuMApX7nt6b98oyxX8SKu44xTheNgxg-2FxdaoV1mSdBqLdh2AgsyXHBW98GCMWeCQ6DQ02eLU-2BeIechPkJBMlfczu-2F2tjv3F4j0So0n8kMYgTxi2BO-2F5cjk1Iq6KE1dJ0VpJV4mbGobFPKxWaH7EW5ct18TLuoYxzY-3D2VNc_-2BrC77fHuisI5n3sGdltBUZTr9TOis4iAh-2FbKRO-2BeL-2BlQJGhjBc-2FoO2DwXRqWjXXRkZGbWDoV9xHc-2Bdmp0DHq-2BwSFtVt-2BO-2BeEshgImLKDeWw8cxaF1-2BtHmj4CxUjS0yn8c7TuIIgGmUFgRNqdnws1twJxKEuSwzT3zxJT3jMoI-2BV-2F2TBXCFr9HDq32IZQyAV7uXP5cMpfYBEe4b1-2FW2VLQlj2S6-2BoVRti3WH99CcTDti4n3Lr4wzDEh-2BgwJtINAz3eZu768dvfjvESn8mX17O6Bsv8s-2FuGbQAEvC7QmCkhcHyKUIxX-2FQQZVkXiNAe3s0kGWMvq4-2BeA20Vn2K3J7zDmnkUptWfyYYvDmFSjuKmMbHRYB7a2qSYs3iPnsPub4IPtQHWMdj7hoPmDO7I5eOvzw8EZ1krvxIZGs4agGj8aLFpPpUsfV0029J9-2BYPPfSiHmsUv1I6TkBISiYxhzV03hsIa0t5mxo0lJwHQXWA6UdUxwQZrhoxfUnpdKetA-2BC7MhJbI7uVBDbwuKAvr3XmwTjjqca0sbPO02pU1Bp8dZ4Dxru0giJpLQe8p8sic93IQiYuS9gWKLqAWmuB2qSIPFXma97xkNnXPXZhuCVJZh7ffRU9dT7-2FpZCVQoOX2VsUMr9m5rqh4gqMAen7bk-2F-2BcuIaMa9Gitfb8mvPSjpM02HP5Ij7U-2Fi6ycoxr0DdeNOAWRpsSPC9L043gUQacZ7DQHqANh4aR4VcbM6uMrXBwEPazwL7jHytVh57JIStkPgL7


 

 

  
 

 

 

Take action 
 

 

 

From Commitment to Action – Finnish company Ylva finds something 
they didn't expect in 2023 sustainability report 

In our latest ‘From Commitment to Action’ series, we spotlight the work of 
businesses to transform the building and construction sector. 

Ylva, a Finnish company focussing on real estate investment and the 
restaurant industry, released its sustainability report in 2023, and have 
challenged themselves to explore a key finding – that they, and the industry, 
weren’t being as sustainably responsible as they had thought.  

https://u16961442.ct.sendgrid.net/ls/click?upn=u001.ZtOWQ4ct00xuMApX7nt6b-2FefE2GmLzqML-2FDv3IxzynMgHX9LiX0tTau96EXOq-2BPuHzugqirqeHgXHavWScRHNF6D6MwjIPs2tCkIKzgDyveqrs0Fy5Zyrdr39ZuSKBCMTAMk5pKTvm7TLxfzPsb5A0-2F-2F0VAcPhxZGZtBhR9r0L-2B74iwEVjJL8uTIyldh-2FWYn3hKJcrbd8b15pr4UBj0gUW8Y-2FSSmxzz-2FBHxeI3fN2P9ujfc8j-2FwPUDNeoI9dRw683x4TCp02H84uab4O0e4VOzNIwFRIY1aMC4ID4FLkmkkXM02i4cPFAFhEdhxNLApUso8TpwNafvIii6JiAlzJx8AL9X-2BnhNY35qt0EWGaKbc-3DtXY-_-2BrC77fHuisI5n3sGdltBUZTr9TOis4iAh-2FbKRO-2BeL-2BlQJGhjBc-2FoO2DwXRqWjXXRkZGbWDoV9xHc-2Bdmp0DHq-2BwSFtVt-2BO-2BeEshgImLKDeWw8cxaF1-2BtHmj4CxUjS0yn8c7TuIIgGmUFgRNqdnws1twJxKEuSwzT3zxJT3jMoI-2BV-2F2TBXCFr9HDq32IZQyAV7uXP5cMpfYBEe4b1-2FW2VLQlj2S6-2BoVRti3WH99CcTDti4n3Lr4wzDEh-2BgwJtINAz3eZu768dvfjvESn8mX17O6Bsv8s-2FuGbQAEvC7QmCkhcHyKUIxX-2FQQZVkXiNAe3s0kGWMvq4-2BeA20Vn2K3J7zDmnkUptWfyYYvDmFSjuKmMbHRYB7a2qSYs3iPnsPub4IPtQHWMdj7hoPmDO7I5eOvzw8EZ1krvxIZGs4agGj8aLFpPpUsfV0029J9-2BYPPfSiHmsUv1I6TkBISiYxhzV03hsIa0t5mxo0lJwHQXWA6UdUxwQZrhoxfUnpdKetA-2BC7MhJbI7uVBDbwuKAvr3XmwTjjqca0sbPO02pU1Bp8dZ4CGdY8pyhI5wA16VqTFRd9WHn-2BfSZKShnFwpIbZHail8TjfLOlXaQtWk49-2FDP-2BwKBfXxWUfXlIWBLQQ8KEGbcQgLurWU5YDdHpZM9NB4GsslI9lpv7-2Bz2D77lo2oWyKgH83kGE8aM6HG6wdJ2IBdJtFFfk2rr5Po1X9P-2BElWjPuKTKBA4fSgB20LFyBzx-2Bjd-2BxTm0QfB1yMYpnaQ-2FQSSTxg
https://u16961442.ct.sendgrid.net/ls/click?upn=u001.ZtOWQ4ct00xuMApX7nt6b-2FefE2GmLzqML-2FDv3IxzynMgHX9LiX0tTau96EXOq-2BPuHzugqirqeHgXHavWScRHNF6D6MwjIPs2tCkIKzgDyveqrs0Fy5Zyrdr39ZuSKBCMTAMk5pKTvm7TLxfzPsb5A0-2F-2F0VAcPhxZGZtBhR9r0L-2B74iwEVjJL8uTIyldh-2FWYn3hKJcrbd8b15pr4UBj0gUW8Y-2FSSmxzz-2FBHxeI3fN2P9ujfc8j-2FwPUDNeoI9dRw683x4TCp02H84uab4O0e4VOzNIwFRIY1aMC4ID4FLkmkkXM02i4cPFAFhEdhxNLApUso8TpwNafvIii6JiAlzJx8AL9X-2BnhNY35qt0EWGaKbc-3DTAoz_-2BrC77fHuisI5n3sGdltBUZTr9TOis4iAh-2FbKRO-2BeL-2BlQJGhjBc-2FoO2DwXRqWjXXRkZGbWDoV9xHc-2Bdmp0DHq-2BwSFtVt-2BO-2BeEshgImLKDeWw8cxaF1-2BtHmj4CxUjS0yn8c7TuIIgGmUFgRNqdnws1twJxKEuSwzT3zxJT3jMoI-2BV-2F2TBXCFr9HDq32IZQyAV7uXP5cMpfYBEe4b1-2FW2VLQlj2S6-2BoVRti3WH99CcTDti4n3Lr4wzDEh-2BgwJtINAz3eZu768dvfjvESn8mX17O6Bsv8s-2FuGbQAEvC7QmCkhcHyKUIxX-2FQQZVkXiNAe3s0kGWMvq4-2BeA20Vn2K3J7zDmnkUptWfyYYvDmFSjuKmMbHRYB7a2qSYs3iPnsPub4IPtQHWMdj7hoPmDO7I5eOvzw8EZ1krvxIZGs4agGj8aLFpPpUsfV0029J9-2BYPPfSiHmsUv1I6TkBISiYxhzV03hsIa0t5mxo0lJwHQXWA6UdUxwQZrhoxfUnpdKetA-2BC7MhJbI7uVBDbwuKAvr3XmwTjjqca0sbPO02pU1Bp8dZ4C-2BqkAzqfJowRLRdwLiUJ8PQydExR0jq2-2FPM50r8Jpx1ViAj7CNe8B-2FLP-2Fwqg3qW-2BjPUoWAX54gJZxSCCIcxuo0q8eGFmsNet6eDFT4OHMb7ImI3WsrA7PBVrlkNPWZyYcivHHBrSjxS82u7Xk1Dhh57-2Fdg0-2FzC-2FuCFpPzT86uSrosoxguHx2Plkn9rtvY3zxcTAePIY5oDzuHtt0a09PCY
https://u16961442.ct.sendgrid.net/ls/click?upn=u001.ZtOWQ4ct00xuMApX7nt6b-2FefE2GmLzqML-2FDv3IxzynMgHX9LiX0tTau96EXOq-2BPuHzugqirqeHgXHavWScRHNF6D6MwjIPs2tCkIKzgDyveqrs0Fy5Zyrdr39ZuSKBCMTAMk5pKTvm7TLxfzPsb5A0-2F-2F0VAcPhxZGZtBhR9r0L-2B74iwEVjJL8uTIyldh-2FWYn3hKJcrbd8b15pr4UBj0gUW8Y-2FSSmxzz-2FBHxeI3fN2P9ujfc8j-2FwPUDNeoI9dRw683x4TCp02H84uab4O0e4VOzNIwFRIY1aMC4ID4FLkmkkXM02i4cPFAFhEdhxNLApUso8TpwNafvIii6JiAlzJx8AL9X-2BnhNY35qt0EWGaKbc-3DFma8_-2BrC77fHuisI5n3sGdltBUZTr9TOis4iAh-2FbKRO-2BeL-2BlQJGhjBc-2FoO2DwXRqWjXXRkZGbWDoV9xHc-2Bdmp0DHq-2BwSFtVt-2BO-2BeEshgImLKDeWw8cxaF1-2BtHmj4CxUjS0yn8c7TuIIgGmUFgRNqdnws1twJxKEuSwzT3zxJT3jMoI-2BV-2F2TBXCFr9HDq32IZQyAV7uXP5cMpfYBEe4b1-2FW2VLQlj2S6-2BoVRti3WH99CcTDti4n3Lr4wzDEh-2BgwJtINAz3eZu768dvfjvESn8mX17O6Bsv8s-2FuGbQAEvC7QmCkhcHyKUIxX-2FQQZVkXiNAe3s0kGWMvq4-2BeA20Vn2K3J7zDmnkUptWfyYYvDmFSjuKmMbHRYB7a2qSYs3iPnsPub4IPtQHWMdj7hoPmDO7I5eOvzw8EZ1krvxIZGs4agGj8aLFpPpUsfV0029J9-2BYPPfSiHmsUv1I6TkBISiYxhzV03hsIa0t5mxo0lJwHQXWA6UdUxwQZrhoxfUnpdKetA-2BC7MhJbI7uVBDbwuKAvr3XmwTjjqca0sbPO02pU1Bp8dZ4CGzC34fUo7Me1pQH8heOXa3ucEPabzztF-2FVMaCGQEqzv3iT-2B3QglLbb3RAKwM5EdIrS18kvIfWqyHI26sYNpZ0rKzKUzSIGnkALy0ddBOfZ-2F2Q3Gzl2R4zzAgWYFjRr7dN9vIouE3AVYgJHPmpml1ju6Fv4dZbuJvkyW0rEHlDpS9r5N8c-2Bu9F3KDHwJzm2DssRClxKXcM4jOlH6Aia1Cn
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=e4ULVtImS3A


You can also view our November Net Zero Carbon Buildings (NZCB) 
Commitment Roundup to learn how companies such as Hibernia Real Estate 
Group Ltd, Africa Logistics Properties, Colliers, Arup, the Crown Estate and 
ISPT are leading the way, from insights into how the real estate industry can 
embrace sustainability, to global retrofit projects.  

  
 

 

 

Learn 
 

 

Find the latest sustainable building 
events 

Visit our calendar for sustainability 
and building events from across 
WorldGBC and the global GBC 
network, partners and more.  

If you missed any of our past events, 
check out our YouTube channel for 
webinar recordings. 

View our events page 
 

 

 

 

  
 

WorldGBC office hours during the holiday season 

The WorldGBC offices will be closed between 24 December 2024 and 1 
January 2025 for the holidays. If you have any queries, please contact us at 
office@worldgbc.org and our team will get back to you as soon as possible. 

 

 

  
 

 

 

Global network 
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Find out more about our global network of Green Building Councils around 
the world. 
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